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Agustina Bessa Luis

Agunina Bese Luis wæ bon h 1922 in lhe norur of Ponugal. nea Amdante. She was
edu.ded rnd lardlcnlcd in opono. she learned to rcad v€ry €arly on. and wrote her ffBt novel
wh.n sh c wås c ightcc n. However her firsr grear succes as a writer was with the nove L4 .trrr?a
(1954) shc hæ srbæquenlly vriilen nea.ly a hundted olh€r books: noveh, stoies, .hildrcn s

ficlion. plays, biogråphics, .ssays, and enjoyed a fruitaul collaboration wnh the celebrated
o.' uB" i I 11'r.- - Vd o dp O.r.n" \l o o"\"d" nlnb"_ol 1r i n.or h- wort. h r'
her poviding thc !.ript. Shc also found time to odita newspapef for a yed,lo be director of the
Teåtro Nå.ional dc Dona Luisa II in Lisbon tbr thrce yeaF and was activety involved in many
othcr .uhural innitutions. Her work hæ brorght he. mny prizes and awards. in.luding lhe
niost prcsliglous Po rguese literaryprize, thePrdmio Canrdes she stopped writing in2006for

The siories included in this antholoer all come rrom the collec\ion CØbs nnp.pularc'
which she wrcte berween l95l and 1953 Their potency ljes in rhcn.xtaordinary blc.d ol
realisn and sutr@lism Wr rcn shonly aftcr rhc cnd olthc Sc.ond W.rld War, thcy sc.n to
ponderwhal it is lo bc hunan



On the Road to Emmaus

The man ll{Nved dosn rcducing rhe florv .i pet.ol lo rbc small en8ine {hich resembli rhe

blrcabion'..ofanerilli.b..Thebrzi.g!vhichrvasalsolik.lhal!ialianticihrcsrcning
sasp. subs,ded, gradtrally de.reasinS unlil il lvas repla.ed bt the .ru..h ol lyres on land

rvhi;hrhtsheelssentspin.inguPoncirhosideinatishtspray l le didn r know ih' nrd and

rhe ghnig s!n, likc an .vedumed cn,.ible sPilling brisht. .mcklin8 \parks oler lh' lads'ape.

causinSho'izo.srovanisha.ddelaihkidisappear nradc hnn laPl <ill nxtu dierienled lr{as
a rtue doA day afcmoon. norhine, båking, thi.k wilh lb. smells erupti'g ||om dilchcs, atd

from thc grrvclly nrotrlh\ ofnriDcs in whi.h algae ani thc.arca$es oi {.ask and jl'ld nic'
la! rolri.A Thc bmmblc {ln.kets laico wirh dlslv blackberies whi.h hunganong lh' coa60

1e;v6lik; lo$ils. wm disrlrbed only lry a bearing wn,g, a creePina \.orpion lhe rhtun ola
cock.halcrofa dusr .ol.uFd gftsshoppd springing aboutanion8lh{r dicd maize n3lks Froni

lhc rhr.rhing 0oorr.ane rhe.rackk ofp.fched hay a the spoil.d.ru ol wheal r$isring 1n

rhc hcar. A lew s.rawny does w.r. dozing benearh rhe slacks. rrsi.g thcn Paws kr ni'k a\!ay

lron tl.n nang!.arsthe fli.spi.kn,g at thet s.abs nnd draNing bkrd
Th. man conlinuod or down th{, r.ad, insPe.linA lhe variotrs Prop.nies lhe thar'hod huls

aod rh. o'.hards, $herc he .ane rPon a single Pjnk innocenlly nanrl,ovant rosebush As il
fill.rd uF dtrough rh. oanh. therc .anr nurmuF oi a wodd sljrfi.S in ihe darknets and rhe

hidd.. depths rh. rca.hnrg oul ol roos. the siEhn,sofcorollasrirh&ingrvnh each erponded

drop ol dew. rh. *hisPer of ilarcr as it rao bcnedth a cuPoLa ol rocks lh. hollo* of an

.nonnous lFe runl. a gerninarng sced sending out ra!€nou! r{rnra.lcs a wom wrirlring m a

(larv. tlre vi.rinis slertorous hr.arhine, agony aod nEtamorPhosis rhc unrelenlinE rhylhns of
lifc atrd dealh The man obscru{rlrhc su.cessbn.l lieldsand pin{:$oods $e blackcood rooh

the enclosurcs in rvhi.h callc..uldb. heard lownrg soltly and rh. shale supPons uccted like

lombslon.s arou.d rhe small n,akeshii Pens With the shrcrvd (:!c ofa peasanr' hc 
'alcrlated

rhe van'e ol a.res of land, pi{di.tnrgyields an{l envyirigthe bl3.k !oilglimPsed rhrtrugh.mcks

opened Dp by dmughl Hc bclonged to thal clrls ol prtrdenr prttneot alwavs nor. lonrnale

$an rh{: tuly ambiti.trs who suffe. ralhcr nite on accoonr of rheir imaginaridr Iha. rhey

{ouki liom nere in..mpcrcn.c or bad lrck Hc was a man fullofnriddliogviiu.s. someone rn

vhom the balanceofallhis ncdio.re faondcs mighl evcn bcFsceilcdas3n anonraly HerYas

a Lusinessnan and, on lhrt foastin8 arktnoon,was lr2lclli.g from one P,n ul rhe plovino kl

n.orhor. ridingon rhal buzziDg nra.hin{,, $hose chromc nrshcd like a bighrc.drel sel alighl b}

th. bui,iing an irs.ll Po'haps becau!. hc had alwiys trvolled on foor in rhis region. and

rlwayslaken lh. ba.kways, hc dnlr'r ro.og se the road. and procee{ied slo{lvandcauliousL!
ftdnrg sonrervhat pr.ud olhis nct llatus as a lravell.r 3 rolc Nhich clcn he wodd admit

.fc'od more in (eirN of FsPeclabiliry dian conrton But he wasa tur.E cornlry dwcller

himseli and tud only recemly b{,.onre .ivilis.d. acquning as a sign of his Ptospcriry a

ncvspairer subs(iprion and a \!ar.h rhat was lancned ro his rvris( wirh a nåp made ol silver

Jncsh. Olhers rhoonesaPProachigrhc pnrna.le olprogress had ak ady sensed lhrrcrlrenie
.onfort nriShrwellLe in invcFcrdrio to rcspe.rsbiliry

The man, *lr, as we nrcnrnn,.d, was sliShlly disoriented. rvat doing arihme{i' $irh the

lrDds.ape. pondsring Prolils 3.d .osts filling vars and $ine tr.s.cs ro the brim loadnrg

arana'icswirh Bmi. aid rhelocal tttrohous.swith limbcr'c.od bir orhusnrcs he said in a

mncc ofspectrhlils inspnalion His 
'.orofbike. 

qirh ils bee like abdonr.n sEemed lo lrolor
drlicalely dividinA tlt grornd ink, tso iiDe qalls ol vhne saml 'Dtrnrn $ou8hr ihe man
'WhoethehellamI?Therervasnobrccze,orevenahnilofcoolinashadcThegroundirselt



scomed ro be l]a.ri.g hard as i{ about to brealhc its last: the whilewash on the bouodtrry-

narke.s rvas naknrg. and..o{s ncw over the.r.ps it the fields. {he nraggy fealhers o' rhcir

.ecks lik. SrubLy '!ih. arom rhc dhtanl lops or cu.alyphses canr rhcn atrious picrntg

Using his hand as a visor, rht ai was lookiryl around hinr' H. s ilod his exPrcssio'

srddenly britjl,rcning greallr rtl,uved now lhal h. .oalisd rvherP h. wds He dismornred. a.d

headed offup a tack s!rcezed beiween two banks.ur otrt oflhc $n. .runrbling .lav and Inrd
sirh hearhei and go6c N{:a y lvas the 8.ncnl srore belongiryj ro Bento a wil} .olleåguc Nho

ohcn riplod hnn offabour hardNare deals, sns trlwaysvcrl.ln.d up aboul.ommhsi.ns and

prorir n,aking schem.\ i,quning no catiraloullay and kePrxp ro dare on all rh.larost tumous
and a.ssip. Othenvilc h. was a fat .ran shabbiiy dresscd uider his eck.knh apon hh
par.hcd shntleeve! co!.rcd in wine naios and a lhi.kfl ol han plug!:ing .a.h car' H. ras
r.AUldrly deceived by his wiie. a quick w r.d woman, wh.\. tcnrulo$flesh *rs truch prized

by his clienlclc I h{,so wde$e lhorgh$ ot our man wiih rh. nrotorbike a5 hc pulledhissay
$eaily !p the slopn,g hck

Thc shop vas lu.ared iD a .loa 
'9. 

a mode( rerrcar sheltefed bv a vin. rellis. whoe
ai.icm knorly braDches hmg limp 6 lia.as. There was a raLle oulside {irh. b.nch pla.ed

benealh rhe n:d post box o0 lhc sill The comler ad lhe spnaG ol ny papd could be seen

drouSh the d.o al. wher. i sprig ollaulel hm8 Thc nran letl hi5 bikc at thc cdge ot lhe

path..hecki.s il over.aFftrllr nisr
A.ybodyhomel hecallcd id a casual.lriendly t,.c. The somancanc.ut horskntrcariryl

up olerh{r raurbelly and grt{r.d hin wilh a che{:ky look beforesh.stok.
'Bo.ro sgone 1o lhc markel in tosn. sht$id She had a Pdry lace dDt was finlof.olouti

and sbe was wearjng a pan olvery rnunlrl g.ld tassel earrinA5like little gothj. r.wcn iuddod

'Irs vou I vecomelo!{:c. mtold Benlol
'Wcll Will yor lhrc. ro rho cheek of the man and she laughcd, hd hands on her hiPs

aliecli.gconlenrtruousdisboliof I know what-v,,wanl andrhar sadrinkl
Wilh a final chuckle. she rvcnr insid., aDd fiom {ilhin.!nt rhe sounds olglasscs cli.king

down onb ll,d zinc cornler. rh.n bcnrg noisily inse{l u.der the taP lurnina ro rho lable

benealh rhc copperyvine lea!.s. hc wrssomo{hal nanl{d ro heatavoice hcsidc hnn niuted

.ordial and slighrly brealhlets
Cood ailcmoo., saidlhe nrang.r Hisvoicervas noiiifer.rr r.lhe huried. o\t.lv liic.dly

tone rsed by bcggas and a ..iai. .lass ol small farm.r. shose humility k a rcsulr .f dr
pesimisn ki whi.h they ve bccn rcdu.ed by yeab oisubsisr.nce liling and by thc noanness

oi lho soil a.d the clinralc n s rhe meanness ol lht lrndscape itself rha{ hds the no$
demornli\ins cfed on chari.rcr

'Cood aircrnoon. Etlicd our nran Nilh lhe ftno ikc He took a s{:ar a.ross tiom lhe

slmna.', srudynig hin $i{h rhc shresd analylical skilts drat qlickllr dPvck,p i. a.y.ililised
pc6or as a defence mechrni'n The otier nran look.d placidly back al him. with a gaze rhat

was rcJniniscent of cenain philosoPhi.al doSs who. gi!cn rheir prolerarif .o.dition alway!
.xp.{r rhc wofsr, .egardless olwhothef thc PDsP..rsargood or bad Il rvas a codneous gazc.

elon jolial, and til by i ..nairr inM nonv a licling wilh which hc \ocnEd olheRie
rolan,iliar This other fclklv vd a comPlclc nranacr, Lut o(I man had long sincc shed rb.
prirr iv. narure thal sc.s cvcry stmnget as ? Po!.rial loe Wilh ntanBcts he lelt inslead. 3n

urgo ro comnunicale, a dcsi.o lo share knowl{rlg. and infornralion. new! hom olher lan.ls ro

dis.uss the nrdch of prDgress. lhe genn,s of rh. Jncchatised nan. thejoy ot .omnr...c. rh.
Itrbl.d rhydntr oi p.olir, tåde. elffciency and success His sociabil ! kneiv no bornds .!.i
rh.ugh, in general. nrnknid eas lo hin a mr(.r.fnr.rcasing indillircicc

Jlst passing rhtuugh? he asked H. nori.ed theolher man \ rhrcadbaæ clorhe! hi\ håbit ot



ncBoLsly tlming hi5 glrss tound and rcund so as to colle.l cv{ry last drop of rvine. aid -
nnsidghisascendan.yovcrhisneighbour,htadoptedablLrfi,soodhunotredmanner'Tin'.s
,rt, hard lor eleryonc sodo.lwoflyaboul ir, he said in a voi.. lnll ot g.ntle nro.kery

The orhcr ma. låughed efil' Hc Nås pale and had grizzled hair; h. rvorc a Pc.uliarja.ket
nade fnm a rhick maiedaL like thar ol an overoal, wirh enornotrs p3rlhcd on po.kes A

neral (lip.long out oflashi... fasteDed hh lie b his shirt.
'^n awlnll{r oi thnrgs arc haFp.ning to me lar 1oo qui.klt. and I 'fhcmrnscdncd abotrl

ro alolo8i\{:, Jnd genlly shook his hcad as ilwGhins b shako otfcert.jo imp.nunare ideas or

to dela.h hi'n*li lrcnr other Painlnl leelings
'As iar as Iin å$a'.. no$i.g.vcr happens too qui.kly..r..pt death'
'wel1, an awfullot ofdealhs ar. happcning lo nre. H.lcJncd back againi rhcwall, while

his frail lrenul{rus hands conlintred n, rurn his glass rornd rnd round Onlv a f.{ days ago I

Nas lock.d in a cell and hld nolhnrg olse lo do hur nrasure time lo (nnr rinrc hour
min!lct. i.in'itsimalfractioos ol riot. Tlris is d,"ålh, I rold y$lf No d.si'{4,.o hopes no

expeclalnns. no plans only 1n... Nothingbul tine,.ndlcss rime

W.re you in prien| our man with lhe nrolorbikc asked. leaning iotuard wirh an an of
synt3rhcric complicity, shim{1.s. ni his grolesqtre.uriosity And so :l rvas. dn that scorchnre

arlcirbon. and as a r.sult .f his feverish diliaco.e, his nind cran.rd wirh numbers and

.conosric inrrigucs, hi! n$!.s stained lo br.trkin8 poifi bylh. cxchrna.rarc, thal thele cano

a pJusc,an inleryal, s.ndhnrg iDtriguing, volupruous. and. atthcen. rinc, tivial Why wen'

lou i. prison? he 3\k{rl
'Idcas inlenlions words. lhe nansaid, rh.. fcll silent Ihen *ith rhar look ofloftv ionl'

that nn6t haves{,cmrd shange even ro hn$cll he sent on: I kncw death Ah Nhen vou krsc

allsense olflicc alo.g sith Ihe abjlirl r..oo'diDateyour lhaugblsl I knerv whal il rYr5 r. bc

dead, thar armosphcre ofinnobiliry 3nd sil.ncc. olabencer I koow \!hal it was to b. d.ad, u
bc redu.ed to rhe n'oi erlJene. the mod hortundots holation and n,l udc the intlnite void

Brcarhlcss our manconlenflrrcd hnn wilhround. asronishod.ycs. ounPlingan oiLnan,od

handk{r.bi.finlris hands. lje ilA $ .mhralled he..trLd nor nolc could nol lhink, drmbwith
f.år who rvas thh man? IIe tu(l ncvcr seen him befor in rhc rca o' anl vhere else Or ntybe
hc had, but hadn tnoliced him Thc$orldislullolc..arurcsroostadgctobenori.cd

'Now rhough. dealh, nry o{. natefial dealh sc.ms s.mehow so cloe. 5! casy, of m
co.scqucn.e lrwouid lake no rmre th a81assolrvarcr,åcccprodatlhedoorolson'ch.vel.
t,dcstroy me andsend me dling inloa ditchto rol Andlerlknowlhal evenNercanuntain
tu collapse on (op ol nrs I wotld nol m.crnrb Hc raised hh beauiful elos, whiLh rested on

rhat hlnblc scen. rhcoldvinetFllisandth.dustfclcari.g$hcrcrhePalhs(nivdrged'Hos
plcde.t it islohalenoreaar r.lidpe hesaid. llov fr.claJ.noiv'

'And lhe ide?t? murmurcd olrmaD
'Theyreslillwirhnrc,butlurtlieroff.inatla.cwh.remaDcanfinallybf..ntcåu.ny.an

lire our his ide3s. withoul the conslrainl oi having ro adapt to human nahro Thc bad thing
aborr Soon id.rs is rlrat they onll cr.' rprusdnr thc affimali!. asFc.r of man sho is

intrinsjcally durl Tbis is why beaulifi'Lidcas wirl'erot de.omPose as vn. ås yor try lo aFPly

tlrem ro lilc I Ds.d t, pu6!e my ideas. n.u I lilo lhem. but have brok.n kc. ofthe condition

that makcs nan d roor rhat becomes enlanAlcd in tnno and lvaits l !c håd y rcsotreclion A
nonronr which, in irseli, is sorlh an .r.niry, ir which ou. foorsr.Ps soctu as il Pbje.ted inl.,
spac., in whi.h .rolenrent surpise! !s, likc a nerv bitth al uh r sc odsclles are PF .nt
'Norv, lsåid to niysell l sill rerxrn rd dryfriends.I willEkc rh.ir hrDds in nine ind rcLl

lhem I an alile. rhat they are ?ljv{: *irh ne. I lhoughl rhar thc sedet to communi.trrion

bcluccn n.. wrs rime that proiound rusion oflives for whifh trllrhal n needed is shared rin'.
On.r d.ad, .a.h of$ be.ones individuålisd in rinc. I said: I atu alile And my rriends



r)
"didn tecognhe n{:, rhey didn l h.ar myvoice rinc, the abslrrcri.n rhar binds m'n rogerhel - 
2r

fønrd a caosed .ift lc a'und nre "l åD alive. l stry. Btt where? h what Pla" in whal ltrt[e -

orwhatpasl, \'n n are nol ry ncighborr in rin,c, rDd yei I an alive l anr th' n{Lrcctioo and

rlE e.srasy. aod rhev are n.ro!y I h.pe
Our man rvirh lho mololhiko shldder.d Hc mopPed his bow with his oil nained

ha.dker.hiei 3 hany. tmubled a.nlre Hedido rdarelook al lhrsta.gers fa.. ånd.ouldsee

.nly $e man \ h.ids. which h. kcpt nervousl] .lasping and uo.laspiDg vhcn tur r'peatedl!

ruming hh tjlJssround and i{iund
'Who areyouT ourmanasked Tell meever]rhnrg

Ev.ryhnrg? Ann h. wJs loftfeeling humblodand slighrly annoyed b his o\m incredukns

alinosr n,dignaDr otrlbuBr lnb hk mind 
'nade 

lo assniihre progr'ass Lane a whirhlnnl

.realcd by the snalLgcn. olan idea t{nnrlcss and unscrrling Antthing il o.cur€d to him k)

salsc.n,ed dsclcss and lurile, bur thc silc.ce worndcd him Ea.h PassinA mi.ule wci8hcd o'
his hoarl like an crcmity ofye$erdals And lhe sens. or his own realilt bc.anreso nx.ns. rbar

il {rs as if il filL.d rhc enlire univcEc and hh i'n8s wde taking in Ai8amic l)llalhs of rl'o

infinire Soon ir will all be over hc hdrd! numcd v.i.c say. And rhc nasses ofsornd. ås

innense as his own presen.e, Brcw and {ere anrFlilicd by the desolare expanses ot sil'n'c
Eve'y nrsranl wrs a death agony, pointless and d.lnridlc I vanl lo bc llee he lhouahr 'I
don r wanr lo wit,.ss my own end, \alouring ev.ry s.nsation loving rvery cenlimelrc of try
own skin. I wanr to vanqtrish lime suddenry' hc kincd toNard lik.adolltoPPlinSov'r.and
sahvith hh hcad resling on his ioldedarms. hh.yci opcnandexln.rdioarily iotenllva$år.ol
rhe l rle insiåi.cs ol life haFpeiing arorod him a spider's web totrbling io the bn.zc a

rustlcofl.rvcsgildedbyrhcsur.thefleetingshal.wofasPatrow Arcardroptall moinonnrg

'I m.ot expecling Bent, Lack !Dtil latortn,ighr!
Th. wonan rvas smiling a k.owing nri!:hitloLs smile, viPing hor hands on her l{nlg Llue

stipcd apron. Il was g.(nrg hte and rh. {hiro paths glitlcr.d liko .'ashed ni.a Tho .altle
hDryingdosn10dri',kb'liscdthestrtace$irh{helhrdoflhcnhoovcs. Elenin8l .rllcd tho

younBboys relurninA froJn thc paslures. rh.ir bellies $rfled NirhAr... gnpes..hi!vyinA rhoir

heds along Nirh icshty cut canet A young ein rvenr inlo rhc drp clutching a 8.casv borlle

shopl nr.ried $hile..rcfully nspe.tnrg lhe.ont softhatdarklla.c,rhcd.asuresol
paperdisFhy.d a.cordinE to si,c, rhcbdndlesofl'an rhar hung from nails likcs.alps Our maD

lookcd rr.undhnn inntrmb, mcln.choly surPrise Theplrce opposne hiD was.nrpty
'Look heP.1l,Jt icllow. .

Wirh a geslrc, hc nticaftd the Pla.c shcre the nranger had Lcc. sining ben€alh rh{i rcd

posl box, l.ani.fl his head back againn lhc Ilaking rvhileu{sh .i whl.h nrmbPrs bad bcc.
wrilten in indcliblo pu'ple. But shc w3s busaing ba.k and fonh o! her bare feet arlen{ling ro

crnomers fi,ll ol Sood natuted. amusing b.md elery molcmo.r sottingthe liltLe tjold t.we's
othereanins5swnrgingflirlalioutlyssdu.ri!ely.whenshcnoallvretdirrcdtosla.dbcl.rcrhe
Iable ann sive h.rbeautifLrlbarma s laugh, he asked no m.re queslions

'ci!. nry.egards lo Benr{,. hesaidshen he lclr
'r ll Lc s!rc lo pass lh.m .nl called lhe rvomar. slandiog in lhc d.orway. oDe looPing

bran.h from lhe pale vin. lo,ming a halo abovc he' hair which !h{, lnioothed lan8uidll,
s.ratchnrgal hcr hcad $nh an omamenlal.o'nb cdged wirh imilalion tscnstones

Oo rl'c rcad. tlF man sbpp.d 
'feing 

one hand oi llF lrike s P3lc wd.llcn saddle co!.',
Nhcrc his initials were enl,roiddcd in red The old asphlt rfacP n'.r.hcd ort befoF him.

and. boking al it. he lch a k,nd of dizziness. 3 scary yearning Hc was drinkiDg abour rh.

nranS.r And nos, re.illin'j rh. nraD s solenn, .nu.iated featucs, his fin. eles tull of a



J'
.h.crJuliro.yapFar.nrlysoal (xld\ wirh hi\o\'. nnhr{:, h{,yrmcdt, rfro8nis. him Hchar!.r
p!inlnlr..oll..ridri.vcryw(trdrh.manhadspokcndispr\sionatåndyctimbucdw hj{ry,
u(d joy. Wh. was ho? Who Rc.. hc hic.ds? WID hnd tud.d hin åwa]? Who had

ci.ou.rc'.d hnn bur iailcd lo rccognrsc hnn? Who had lorgoicr hinr? Slosly, a doubr r.ok
shapc i,r bis mind and grcw and grcs unril it coniplcrcly dominarcd hh dDughts Did I k.os
hinr loo? he rvondered. A0d nrddenlyhe loneed to see the maD again. ro gaze inlo his eyes.lo
neep his soul io that slraDge yet loyal prc*nce, dislant and yet companionable. llc lrantcd lo
rcll hnn rhåt hc had to.ogiiscd hnn, rhar his ivords håd bcconr hnglcd Lp insd. hn nnid bur

rhar he k.ew who hd wås a.d reJ.odrbored hi.r, rhat he wasd tålonc rirerall .r 1tu.. rnd rlLr
hlhcbosoDollnne lheyivereonoreillandoncnrtenrion

Butthe stfargorhad left a $hile ago llwasalmoslnightiswamisoffirefiiesnrovedanoDgst
the broom. lilling the air wilh a eft glo{. with slowly drifinig necks ofemerald. Tbe 

'nancotrldn t be far arva!. gjven hjs trnsl.ady lace along the old asphalt mad and he could cat.h
hinr rp as fast as a conrel. andjoin him on lhe road Thal is $har olr man silh lhe morofbikc
dccided lo do. in the belielthar he was flyi.g along or Ihe ba.k ola niagi. bee, meralli. a.d
bh,. lh. iFn.lic brzrns srcw unliLjrdrowned orl thc sornd oirhe rvhccls and tho spmting
sand lr w,nl rakc nrc lonE1o.ar.h him up. hc rhoughr lJe lrenbled wjrh compa$ioD.
r..allinE rh. finE.Fotlhosc hands ncNorsl} .laspjng and trnclasping Ile shtrddercdrvith fear
roo Hc[aso r su.. why. bLr h.was ov.rtrhclnr.d bya hurning, dc'n.ratc trncas.lhar clcn his
$vil.dftJmin.d prr!,il.ouldnor!\sua|.

ou mtrn ,a({l.n in rhar nighr rulLoJ briShr l;.nics rhcir liShrs lli.ltcrina ft.m brsh lo
bu+ All rhrr.ould b{: h.nl wrs rb. bu/ri.g.J rhrr bL',c $asp iod rh. r'hirring of rh. ryFs.
rhc br.arhing of rhc .rn r\ hc s.åmod rh. .n'piy rcnd. wirh, in his hcan rhc pain oi a

prdnonitn,n oiangu,sh.oibopc And norhnrg nn., n.rhn,!l nnnf

Tr.,rl.ttLl br Vidat MLzdonarrn
an.] i\|aryat.t Jdll Cast
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The Conch Shell

He was illand slcepingonly llrfully, b(r ev.n llmueh hh cl{,sud oyelids hewrscorscio$ol
dF.ed and bluc glafe lrom rhr llaslring ncon si$ as il senl lut suddenwavcs ofhot lighl and

cold lighr Thc rcomrvasdark ler the atmosPhdre se€ned impregnaredwilh nulliple particler

like a;inp:lpable. SFiny sufa.e llral simullaieo!slv dias.l!cd and tmnsnirlcd colotr' In lh'
nFprbeiow, rhe oeuspapfisellers had beBd.rying th{,ir wa'es: lron insidc he corld sens'

Ihe nebuLous sreo. ofrhc.n as nighl fell And lhc roctumaL. l. the lagtrely bohenrian glow

ol lights, rh. solnd of th. p.ssing crord. canrc lo him lik. r
seDsml ranralising and billr Hc was ill and sleuping only firrullv cmirelvEivcn over to tlial

rclariv.ly pca.eaL'l staio. whi.h.ar seenr atmon rnrisrcr or.orruprr a lrorbl.d ncver satistlcd

peace. whi.h is borh a .rt'.rivc force and a 
'calnation 

thal wl,ilc lile is all inr..sc. vertiginou!

gro h, il remains elcrnalll unitLllllled So he lay drorvlily arake, one arm bent beneath hh

head. lik.. resting sh.ph.rd And (hen, suddonly the Ojan. Oh Do nol lhar rune again! ln

his hcJd he .ould hcar Ihc blilhe, borncy jovial melody.f lår.r iDD tl,e vj.nnz ttbads oh
h.* hc hated ir ha.h iorc sound.d as il n rverc nickl nnd dniy. Ile could å.ti.iparc cv'ry
grubby.swealyk.y,.ncafteflheorhcrHe.orldim?gin.hnmotherinrhcholseofblucliler
on the road leadj.g down to lhe sca Th. cold, hemr.ri. roo'n: the oPen piano. with its hjnti'd
bronze candletri{k holde's abovP rhe keyboard. a mu.h rhlnbed selccrion ol waltz.s, rhc

paads covered in.ryptic annolarions, ,.d on the cornft shelves a collc.rio. ofseashelh And

d'e hous. iisetr tas like a shcll, echonrg lvith dhranr nrum(rs nufllcd a.d romoi' likc thc

oiesofm.rmiidsnrlhemBl.likcrheroaroflhtbackwash the low. dragging rasPing\oundol
waves as rh{y rctear, carrying rh. sr.d$ith lh.n Y.s the house irscll was like onc ol rhosc

salr smeLling ro.ch shells. æ.h .odaining a snall sh'ivelled crearurc dead and thiny ånd

vis.otrs i.snb its porcelain lair 'Through Vi.nna . lovcly woods Andatthal horrlo. rhc

liano indulging in a ninor n,usi.al oEl of clunrt. hlsterical $u r' a tan8lc of tuncarcd

thra!.s. ol cmss impnvi\åtions. langujd a+.ggios and a Pe^istent hamm.lina. blcaklv

obs.lsilc and tethered ro rlD( ro.ic C Oh. n., nor thar tune agrhl Il sas four dals snrc he

had rallcn ill and been l{,J1 ro fesler in lhil bcdro.m cun ceilar rbo ai' satrated wirh.igarone
smokc.llie lint on his fill.w.ase giving offlhc pufid snellol damp hay Thc oltl bousc had

once b.er !sed asa nigl,rclub, thc diffcrcor lloors.oDnc.i.d by r !ast sPjml{aircas.. cachstcP

thc shape oa. c.iri.. lt had nev.r becn 
'enovated 

and so rctained the oriSilDl mouldings and

woodci .aNings lhar liatrd the enPly spa.cs once fflled by n,idos long sin.c tomoved A
f.w sdcens and panirnff rose up from rhc s.ufiod Parquelt-! likc bare canva5.s Th. peoPle

{h. inhabited thc hous. werc melhodical rypcs. whose daily lives had ovff rinr a.qutre'l

ccnån! ccccnticiliesi lr.aus Leal ecc.ntics a,e ncler oriAinal rhcy are simplv thosc {hos.
lalk of iniaginalio. aliows $en (o makc of rlrcir habilual liid a series ol riaid habih The

young man lilcd lh.rc beca$e he wat sludyiDg or had nanåged Io eel ajob or. mofc likelr'
{asnldyingand \rcrknrg rt $e enP rimc Hk molhcrM.r.,. hinr.fiPn Shc lived in a small

villago on the corn shc was alnosr inruiiatingly kind. rlJnost abjectlv slmparlEtic not lo

mo.rion exaspcrari.gly sensible. and rs absudly domcsri.ated as onlv a hunran bcina.

cspecially a cililiscd one. can be Shc lived a kind of icJni coDscio(s exnren.e. plckin8 our

rhose Vicnnc!. wåltzoson the Piano, givnrg the irclodnisa languid flangenr qlality Oh, no

ml that lunc agånr, dot that samc rlnei He lried in vain to proie.l hG llroughls bevond rh.

tu.e like a ball tJoing thrcwn. ThrcuBh the lolely Vidna woods . The mclody lregan ov'r rnd

'Exclse me, coukl y.u tell me rvho ir is plating thc tiD. nr fto roon above dE? There s3

"L
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wom?n {ho keeps playing 7ile5 lron the viennwDD'ls Sha s dead. and hd pctined lnr8'rs 
-

run q'.ra aoui rr." rc);md, and rhe musi. $L.ds disranrand nnrin.d trs ilihvere hcing -

Brl nobodl sanrcd ro rcll hinr rYho !vas. So h. dccided to go a'd k'ock on thc doorol his

uoslaib rojehborr Shc was a lilll{, old soman. with bowed hg\, who s'rc a gtcy almon

Ty-k-' itl" h"l a hJl adorned wirhasinglesrill goose fealhcr sulphur t.lknv incolour

I would rcally aPFrc.ialc n ifyou..uld stop Plsvnre It isn l rhtrr vou Pla! so lcry very

badly, bul bc.ause the mlsic sounds as rhough il wcre lroing llller'd rhrotrgh lhc por'olain

'Wh{dovouwant? askcdrhcivonran H.rstem solcmn fa.e rvilhirsllåcciddownvjowls
was likc lhc la.c ola baboon And,like r baboonend.wcd with only n Jow primal insrin'E, nie

didn I lndcfira.divhal hc wasgoinSon rb.ul Whal do you ivant? fJo yol have arlr id'a who

Awarc olhcroNn limiled trndestandinE. shc bccame ftrhcr pri.kly. alamcd byrheminners

oi dris inln'dcr appa.enlly aboul roinlade h.r.ramped room.ranmcd Iirh furnir!re aod lin'd
wilh old dn,hr NallPaPPr Vicror llLrSo, h his medilarivc pose. look Pridc ol pla'e like a

bnril! ponrrir. alongside rulle.!flains tailjig gtrrbbv rringcs and old I .uis xv dolls. lhcn

clorh chfcks adorned wirh painted bcaury.pob
t m afraid you re v.rf mu.h mi5rikc. ilyou lhink she began hv $åy oi a PlokrBuc, but

rhen sinl iorhing norc and. uncerlain rs ro whal alliludo to adoft l..k r.fuge behind ! {ct'hv

'Reallt? h. s,id. withour l,)oking al h.r a.d .ominuing hi\ poinlless jnv'n'orv ot al1 rhe

.bF.rs i; rhctu.nr. overydinE downlo lhcSlas.blo.ks benerlh rhefeelollh{: pia.o whal I
n'eanl to say is that hearin8 lhar nlsic as iflhtuugh the v:lr\ or: shell rlmon as ifil weF

tapped insi{l. rhc acotrni.! ol a conch shcll n qlite simflf ulrlrearable Th{: vi'nDa woods

walled insni.a niell.I don r drean forgel m. nors and.reany white mush.o'ms orprimroes
a superli.irl impressio. of Plcasanr.lransilory rhings bul.vcryrlting lhe mrsi. irsclffailed lo

.apnft vasr.leai.g\ Lcneath a grec. !åull,lhick rools,clouds ofdtrsl lik. names fitledwirh

liEhr and Nind. and al!rdpped insidc a.on.h shclll
'lnrh? And the rvonan nrtoared, still P.'plcxcd f.eling hPr way back inio rh. fuon. her

fingcrs runnine lighdy or.r hor conPendia .f Cze y varialio.s for piano and litrlc souvenk

boxcs nuifcd sith old nan,ps, yellox and m,gcnra

Yes h. belkNcd, rcachin8 our his anns in an arirudc tlial nrcceedcd in lreing thrcarcnn'g

ratherrh?ncxprcssileofaslra.ge,idpetuoussince'ilyhorvelerBenuine'I'neaniilsrhcrc
anything moto tcnifYine lh?n rho potpelual diltanr nunrr ofa h:rely audible realirv 

'otring
f'DmiNidc ash.ll? Isthere anylhn,g 

'nore 
dhlubing, nofctenible?

He lumcd \udderly to the tiano and hanmeFd,r some oflhe kevs sith his index linBdr. as

ifto chcck they sore io lrnc Bur rhe poor wonJn,Inad with fPnr was no{ circumna!'gallDg

the sid. rrbles, th. armchairs rlt cushions co!ei.d ,n tulflcs and lii!k lying higgledv pigglcdy

on lhe noo., and nnally m,oagcd to edee her wal olt ofthe ironr door, where shc utrde'l a

hoa6e. qtriv.rinB howl oflenor

Shc wis lci almosr pcr.hcd ori lhe bannilcr, cxactly ljkc a båboon her ch.cks sll wilh
down ,nd a deep ac.usarory took in hcf cyc. The Tr-mlean har still adorncd hcr hcad and

despirc h.r deranged narc, her termr, shc nDdc a poinl of ri8hring the gooe r.århc. which

sloodsrillandblunlattrleiteropener.Ih{rnanlvelllilledw hrhesoundoflrnrplinghetand
!oi.c.,aireDzyof otrrrå8e Theyotngman.htuggedandw.d l)x.k.l.wnihcnai6

'Oh,no nolthallrncagain,nolagainl H. was ill and slccping fitfully in hn bcdmon.um
ccllar illod wilh lh. putid smell ofiamP hay EvenlhlouAh his clo*d.v.!idshc sasa$ar'ol
a sonr oitime and tpace.rediated by abnrpt waves of.old liglt and hol liahr. rhc btrre and rtd



olnie neor sign Th.Viennaroods. Thc melodycame to hin stighl and 
'heerftrl 

åltmn -
nasal. intcuoe;sed w h nores thrtNere.irhdwmng. hcsitanl or barclv theft a{ all And ndre it

s?s nd jusirhc tulo.ly bur d distanr numu rho 
'!llin8. 

raspnE sound of rvalc! as rhev

'"'," J"At.'a \'.c 1"'r h1 lh hrranr ''ioorJ ' h Fll " Ar'
.h""'p ii '.i.' I'd"ri\ "l)'lPlu"r 'il ^'Jfol'1 '' 

p 1 'n'l i A " drini

in,pcrce;rihLc .evfl iulliemsPed Hcwasill and Dos h'slcpr ltws'ighl and rronor|lsnl''

u1.tuin-rl loror rJll /r''l'oimn lilo 11 ICi oo' epro' l'o' i \''
i.""i',1, oar: ,"'o ''nJdr'+l loor' g'_\'i'l dBPo 'on 

_" o '
'itr .or' 1p 'o r pq1.n 'l'1 r'' l-l o"_ ' bo'l l'l \i'8 "/ / lI'
vlp,,, s'ooi/s. because rhchorce$8asgl(m as rn abandoned beehivo andnoras'und eilh'r

irod nre s.hool IoflyPin\ od rhe fl.orabove whde al"dJnr limes ol die day rhe relentL'"\s

hdtdn!ofkcls.ouidL.heardoutin$eni{.r And}cr Even in rh' anguhhcd dePlhs ol

slcc. he'wa\ J;afo ot rh. diftred murnnr mufl]ed and vcr so real rhc mulmur !o! heat th'
m.mem vou !re$ ashdi (oroLtrcar. And hisi'rbilily ro undersland ltislackolrhc nccc5sary

r,,'eiorl $lp,lc ' r''"'ri l "roo 
rr.rdil ' r' ic'' onorr ilond \"

,."_.o.,'' .-4 .',r*'"A."l "i1 i l roi-kr +\i 1'0i18 "g\i liJ
Lr-ddl-'l o' l' lor l_ o"on " on"1r Oh rc -r"eJi' r rdt rrl- '
him, kecping tine w lihh hean and rhc PUlsiDg ofrhc r'teries in hn brain was lhe s'nnil ol

dre sh.l!: it Potrrid lodh of s own a.cotd dsio8 r' 3 roår ihat mrd' it no mor'

.ompr.h.nsible onll ore inrcn!e moun{nrg insucc{:ssive torvcringwaves unril it rea'h'd tlre

c.ld empty spaccs above rhc lily ani ltu .ighl. above Ihe d'åd nDmemoridl stars and rhE

nnLlliplc suns rhinE on new wodds

'|r.nslat.l br VicLot Me.d.*ctoh
and itl'rEalFt hll Coea
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Green PhilosoPhY

On one ofrhose nights when rhe mist rcmsro lcnd even rlt mon sinislcr backstrccts a hinrol
brigbrn.ls, oimoon Slow. rwo nFn Ncrc ancnpiing to r:k. shelief from rLu 

'old 
inside n mtrc

rha; usually spa.ious dod al. Both wdc drcssed in raa\, had sPa6c bcårds and were \il'nl
LlrnbracnB rhe varir olthcn own bs.lhy blried lh.ir scrawny. Fw knucklcd hands n' fteir
ampirs a.d in thc rirrholes of thcir grinry coals charibble giirs no dolbr or else srlvaged

from a rubbish heaf ft would be jmpossible to slal. rhcn prcfession witholt a smilc 'l
astonkhmcnl lhe rmil..fa dreanina Falslalf ot of a dicraphysical McphistopheLes Thosc

lrvo ncn, norv rvarmn,g dFnselves on thotown bnarh, werc in a lino.t work thal. bt vtlue
.i ii5 illegality had s.onrinuPd cxinence Pracrj.ally assrred To pur il simPlv rhcl were

hDnrrs ofnddcn d.ålhs. Now w. all know aboul iddcn dealh. An dpoplexy a5 ir n bned
by rhe weallhy ddssos $hen rhe hero pass.s tiom one zon. to rnother from 

'nc 
ethical

.xrdne ro an.rh.r. rDd re.oeni*s thal thcrc wås no need b rako a stcp ar.ll, siD.e all

cftemes mecr in dcath 'lhe namcless deaths ofthc anonvmo$ oever slflkc us.r ptcmarule

bur merelv as insriralrle. and do nor even arousc tlt laintesr wind ol curiosilv

These lvo n..rurnal beinBs n'åde lheif living as macabre a\ ir was ablrd by snatching

d{,ad bodies oil rh. .iry slreels, 0'ose who had b.c. stopped in lhcn h.ks by 3 Plmonary
.n'bolhm or by h.an lailuF rhosc [ozen ]n rhc gcnuF of one srill yearoing fo' a morhe y

.aross. or prostai.d by hun8er, .lawing at lhc {:.nh and pressing r. it a slill hop{rtnl, hlmble

nonth \!h.n rhe dead man s appearan.c nlgg.stcd he wassomeo.e lrcn ih' middle classes

e!en if onll ofiioden nea.s they world srcalrhc corPse tharw.uld nornallv b. i'ansporled

in a caFiag. lron rhose.hai.e localions 1o ihc morgue and d.liver il insrcad ro rhe Peren s

hone, whcm, like dtrtifu I Pblic sNanis, rhoywo!ld wail parieilly fora lit l' rh'areaswhPrc

rhey w.rk.d they had enJblished a ruppod rvith lhe 0atrolling ofii..rs. csscntially 8o'd
hcan.d nrn Nho re$rtrd to liolencc morc ott of feal lhan bralado A dcgree ofconladely
slmparhyolten promprld lhem lo l.nd rhcnprole.lion t, rliF$ hrni.n.l.udden dealhs Ard
irwrs hom tiissamc kindlyatrthor ! ivhich ne!erquctioned lh.i'dcsir. toignorerho law

rhar rhcv oblained rh. most covercd n.6cls olinloilnårion
So otlice'. nolhing krighr?

They rvenr rhcn sepamle wa!!, one parlv l{) r.kc shelter in rhe opon noulh ol a doonvat

..a' thekcan kcpr hidden in shadows. rhe other b.onlinue his Parol, hiscloak sIl:Lkled with

J line derv. liko silvcr filines shinnc'jng in the misr

ThG, il seemed. wJs one of Ihos. ndthing nighc Ftun rheir slrarcgi. position our trro

lookouc ke$ adei.d.d $arch hoPfinB nom legIo leBt,kccp tromSoinB.umb and nllrnrg
holk^v, half hearled .utsos ln thal allctsay overhung l,y old bal.oni.s. ]ou could almo5rhdar

rh. silerce gi!ing is lan slertorctrs bftalh, like moJns filtered lhrcugh intlnite lim'r, gtuåns

omirlcd bylheshn{:s rhcnrelves. Esignod. exhausrPd.ighs. a Pain pacilicd b!t rnaslragcd lry

m rware;6s or{i.miry. one otlhe nen had relrar.d lunhef inlo rhc doorvav sca(hing lofa
coirrr in whi.h tr .url uP and Pcrlåps gel somc a.cp The othcr man spokc ro hh rhrorgh

rhire lips numb wirh cold.
Don l lie down, n.runlesyou wanllowind uP in orc moming Papcrs

l.oa!c me be. munnured rh. nran, s ring htrnch{:d aid huddlcd. his laco sunk on his chest

h.rwccD the lhin Lapok ofhis.oar Hc said nolhing nrrc and bc.amc quite still, shgglinglo
.oNdve his bodily qainlh and 3vdidnrg all mov.ntit whi.h scnl n.cdles ofPain piercinghis

skin, as slackand rornasa nru.h uscdrag ltonrhec.dofthest{i.t,hommedinbvda*ness



came thc wl,isrlo, teiuous bur distincl, oirhc poli.c patrol

come or. $e rc in husiness. said lheon. rillslandioa hoppingabonl nnd shakinghiDself

like Imeone sho h.sju! s!ffered a buili. cone on. he said again H{: sr.pped o{t onro rltc

paleriD.r: his esPadriln\ nr.k Lo the daiip 0agslon.s,a.d he shivered h tho nnoundinBniisl
agr.ti grcensilhou.rrc,slighdysil!en:darouDdlhe.dgcs

'Ther. s å fellow olcr rherc' explain.d drc ofli.er. Hc s asstiffas a kipper' Lord know!

how l,outc gonrg to d.alNirh him Looksasifhesb{:ondcadsin.erho{o'ldbegan rnd

nrighr wcll stay thal wa] rill it ends
'5om.blood does .oaAUlare vcrv lasr, sidrhehunlcrofsuddendealhsinagnve..ontldinA

roneN.ri.ingthalhisprn.erhadnol&.ontpaniedrh.m,h.hdedsliw.u6esbackarhi'n.
bur so tr,ildl! and rn.orv,n.inglyihalrh.y hadlitlle elfccl

Ah.lh.nrs rhe body And .ore too soon cirhcf

Ile crouched dorvn nrxrro tlie body and rumed it olcr Th. policeman s horem ilfuminal.d '
sel.frigidteattreson.rdDledenledbyalsllia!iscousliquidti.kledfronrhenoslrilsand
rhe.l{,scd mou$ b.n in almoi mYni{:alnnile The ra.csccmod to belonBlo that cale8orv ol
.lcrk whose origirulir! resides. likc a hot brand on rhcn pasty conrPlcxions. in lhcir dflidcd
expressionand rh. tfiblc emPlin.ss ol their.gaze, asrhough. desPil. hrvnrg losl allhopf. rhcy

srill harbotred c.nai dosires. Benclrhthe crffs of his rhrcadbaF o!.rcoat, the man nillhadon
his bld.k serg. slc.ve ga,1eF. which rhe elasli. gooc hurg loose abour his wrisG Malbo tie

\!rs rellr.ing from wotkiog ovcninrd doing the a..ou.ts of dmwing up invoices as n dcspoare

\olurion to hit prcssi'ig needs. 10 rlE elerdangiing rhrcar of Pov.nv. .ven rore cxhruning

than the str!ggl... in open barll., wilh poverty Y Lf on liis middle ringe' thete rvas a purpl.

ink- ringcd .ållous rvhere his per had renPd Bur his naih wer{ lo.g neat and Polnhcd like

those of r Bu a' i{: they rcre lalefed. ljk. ralons. meticulotrsll iiled al rhe cng.s, nnd rcnded

with rn inn..c exrravaSanccrhatisso0r.rintsasignofmaojr,rkiMolidlclrxuryinalile
suflo.arcd by anxiely icar or sheer nrcdn,.rity. How nranv nrange, comPlex rhi.gs did Ilrose

.larv liko nails betray. nrils breathed on. polnhed on a sleevc orå nannel trouscr l.e, o' pared

w h a blade or penknili and held uP ar ann s lcng$ to l,e approvingly or.riricallv apprahed

Whårdeep maNcLioi bold. burninAaspirariondid thcy Provoke in thc oun *hosc stePs. sh'sc
words, shose daily otrines wcrc s. rivial and mon.tnmus. a continuun dl enpty thinSs and

Thc policeman wilhdrcw slightly: lhc sndp oftho lanlem t,on€ extrgtrishcd sdundcd liko the

singlc lighl Et oltr ln'e coPper dootkno.kcr
'(;. a.dlitchyolr malF and tser a move on. htsåidgnmpily, hand,ng overlh.d.ad mar s

busincs .ird. s|ich he had rc.roved fron his wallct Youie n' lu.k Sometin.s orr. s Do

say of idcititying rheor

on.e again lh. huite. ol strdd.n dearhs looked aron.d searchinS lor hi! .ompanion

nnnrcring .u6es and rhroa8. hopPing up and down Likc tr. cx.iled orangurJn Finatly hc

huriod back lo Ihc steet and the do.tuåy where thcy had bten koePirrg wa{.h and lhefe hc

stumbled over rhc .urled !p hulkofl,is hiend. aPparcnlly åsleep. his.hinw.dged between his

knees. fleshook rhe hulk rathcrn,ghly and called hifr Ly hh nan. in r gruf.lratefnal voi'c
The other man, hdwever, rvas dcad witli nol a br.rrh of life enerEv or warnrh lefl in hi!
corpse. vhi.h lay rolled trP likc a ball ofthFid, unconscious rnfr.lnrg. Hh eyelid! *d'
closed and. yes he Nas asl..P. sirh a puzzled ltuwn fteasin8 his bnnv. a line lhal had bce'

rhcre so lor8, hon .hildhood .!cn tha( il would srill be there. a t:!i.t liDe even when he

sasnl fro*.ing He{as sl{:cpnrg..o longer blil'd. mw lhal his.t.shad glazed ovt.and{ere
as.oln a\ drarbles. and lin8{rl.like narbles wirh rhe sane !a8rre .risly colourr Hishairxas
a1l lhat prolcded rhe back .i his neck vhich neekll benl. sc,Ji.d ro be offeri.a ilselr to the

bulche.s bladei his hands $.rc clasped, .hnchine at nolhinB his heafl was tlill .dw and hc

slepr Likr the mould rhal 
']flrvs 

ondecal,ins rhings in ditch.s, aid takes ils sha',o Go.r lhem



he prcroked no leelings ofrclulsjon or.r.n dhbne Yel il, b.noalh $at naller. rtidl lnngal -
cokNr we ser ro s.c a hlman skin, rhc. ou hearts rvould contfact in :sr{rnnhnrc.t

a\rDnnhmenr. incredulity slrpfise. bur nodnrg more. lhcre s.o paiD to apPnntr', ro pjtv to

licl Only sho.k, shame, a desire ro revsn to that dclriny whi.h nrakPs L! all brorhes iI hell

andinrheg.a\c,givcnthattheliShrissos.dceand.hrn..islDthingbtrlannlllonlwhi.h.in

The hunter ol sudden dealhs no.d bdside his conpani,'', rhinking lle knc* rhc man s other

hali.. ci{.rurcassither.d ara tcelhar has ncvcrbl.ssomed lb ey rhat shc lell love lor lhrr

.ran uould be ro gile nerv m.a.i.c ro Iho uotd lolc lot rhe dcvDli.n oi a stricken bean

despil{.nllrhe lsral iemalc teacheri€s. sill kDk\ lo' hope for i.nuoc, i. rhe cesspil of.r.n
rhc n.stotten and irid cristence andalloirharEbothanal.ollorcandhatred lhev.ryroot
oililo,. fataltrnityand dualliy. She wouLd ni.cive himwilh rh. pi.r.i.g howh lhar ilsuc fonh

mon from the nenes thrn ftom the hcan rh.n sho would wc.p ror hinr. kissing him s h rhe

kind dfdolirg aff.crion thal akesusru'nasay indis8usr, forve r.lemteluch fcclinAsonly in

rbcyoung in lhorr who are beautitul d.d .a'ry the spleodid maik of!ilalily in rh.n sparkling

gazc. in rhe opcn n.c oI lheirsenscs
But whar ?bour rhe other body2 rhought the man And ilis is $here lhc dilcnnra became

insoluble Dragging his friend lo rh. squalid rcom in whi.h the damP flow.rl dowD the Nalh
like la!a, rnd where he wotrld br Sccred by thal le'riblc No.ran eho would hoap him vilh
insrllsand a..ularions. souln m{,a.losirrg the olhercorpse rvhose rcnn hotu would Pavhin
hislvages lor lbat iight, and Perh?Ps |nrscveEl nore Twii r h. nrådP io lPavr rh. bod! iI rhe

shelleroflhe{loo*ay only to srop. h.s ate and relun The b.dy was no norc rhan a pile of

'ags 
bur ln'chow it was as pra.nl as if a livina scnse were sPcaking nt ivhspeu

.onmtrnicaiinA laws aDd nrlcs Thet s thal olher ma. roo he lhoughr And ho colld see a

door b{:inBopened. heara halring, slcept voi.e. al,nncd al the lrnexPccr{rd ri.ging ol dE hell:

rhen rho renrulo$ ex.lanrarn,ns, the swilchinSon ol lights.lhe dragginB l.otsteps on the h?ll

.arp.r, rho e.hoes ofsmorhcrcd, stilled sobs; nnd. ft'dllt. the gratetul hrndshak. and the slow

ck,sn'g ofrhe door,lik. encono retreating 3nd solaraling offttro \lorlds nvo lragnenr! ol'

Wirh r groan ofresignario..nd J seNo otmncour n$ards hinrelf and rh..tuel tyranl who

had dcfeated him, hc liftcd up his dead .omparnn, lat him on lhc.3i, and staded out Thev

wcr. swallowed (p by rhc nolth ofthe alle)'wry, whi.h oPened onkr tunhef $felches ofnill
ntrtu sordid. solilary anerics. From a dislan.., in rhc Cteen glow oflhe Jnst. hc looked likP !
tuor exiled by rhc .anh .nd loit lyiog on rh{r sunace. knotted 3nd withered. yel wilh sm'll
bu*b olvilal sat.n:rring !noxpecled nriEc!cs of life like lhe a0cio.r olivc tees on lhe i!lrnd
ol Malorca, rvasrcd by linF ivizened ?n{l splay anDedlike inP{ncnt ghosts cat8hl in a posool

nalic agony. an aSony thar the very apprch.ision oieternity so{thos but does not diminhh: hc

was like on. or those dead trces lrom whosc extincl bmnchcs there one day emPrE.s d snEll

lebrile gre.n lhoot And lhe genetos y.l rlrc man noline ofi wirh his ca fron uhnh lung
$e dead nan s lifdloss limbs was lik. rhc grcen philosoPhy ora tendef greeo l@i .n.haiting
and bri8hr lnd{:cd, perhaps his wholc hisrory was contain.d in rhe grcon Fhjlosophy of thar

Tr.ns!.t:ti ht Vidar M.a.lotr.roL
.n.l Marq.'ct tull (6ta



The Procession

'Wheo rvill irL.nre? he.skod himsell He kePl lillints rhe edge oflhe funa and peering our'

bul to n. :vail The panes ol Bl.ss, spallercd {jrh rlc corpes ol lillc llics ftom lhe nabls
rverc dull rr il porous and pomdbated bt tin./ hubblcs oi air Ann thr la.e sas faf iron rhe

c.nre ol row.. isolaled. dusly, bordcfed by $asrelJnd where th. only gro{ing lhinss wert

desj..arcd sh'!bs like spikl Jniniatuo iir rrcrsr thc ditches ovcrno{cd with myriads oi wild

florcrs. bnllitmly colour.d rnd yel balcl! vi\ibld 'When will it c.nre {hen wiLl rhc

proccssion arivc? he vondcred. He had bc.n rh.rc since d?]brcak. ival.hiog for rhf

proccssi,)n rhat sould .nr.gc lrom tbe ourskirs of the cily, peinants shinnrcrin8 1.d

flur.ri.g, illing lhe horizon wnh (ncxp..r.d. pulsaring colour The day d.agll.d .n rho

shnd.ws shifled posirid! nEop dogs cir.l.d rhc lields wal.hins rhoir flo.ks lho laic was

dcs.dcd its old. crumblnrgivalls hcld rog{rh.ronly by lhe clarvs ofrhe ivy and th..luhpsol
brrnrblcs. When willrl[ proce$ion atriv.,$hcn? He Fns his rvcary head oo lhc rvindowsilt

fora momenl and falls asleop Not f.tr ktr$, not for manl hou^ When he again lifG rhc cdgo

oi die cunain and looks out ol rhc sindos at $e desolatc l]ne disaPP.alina olJ i o rho

disrance berNpcn rhc desic.ated shn,l^ aid rhc ba.ely virjblo !ot brilliantly coknr.d uowc's.

he ieels tprpldol and rneasy and arks himself Could rhe pro.ession havc 8o.. lry tlrcadt?
Butwhen? Hc opens the Nindo$ tr.d th€ panes olglas\, hold in place b./ norhing butd.icd
o( purry hll lodregouni lsndi.g silcntly in the dusl Th. canh ortside l.oks.lls.uilcd up

and a tail of lootprints s..ms ro undllate and intcr*cave. beioF, fiosLiy. lannhing swept

asay by the swnling drn Wh.n hc takes a brealh lt .ån feel on hh longr{: rho rough absrrd

l:ncolrhat dlst lhen hc .litr.s rhc window and, b.hil the elDply ham.. .ontinucs to wair

lizrtiatal bf Vi.tor M.alaq.tatt
znd M.'gatet Jtll a.e.



)

Mushroom wealhel

A w.ak south solrlnvesterly wnd: olerc.sl skics Mushroonr *c.lhef Oryani' nrattef 
'ovcrs

wrlls and dilcb.\ black0rorld.rludge.iunAi,nubbomlivesposscssedoiav'tsurable!ilalir),
growing vhcrcverlheF ir df.a! and ltrin. in the doleftrl tokk of rhe eanh. in puoid crannie! n'

sragnanl puddles edged sirli .[d Lik. mlshrooms nrcn alpcar lo sPtour up fuonr lhe st':cl.
ooze our ol rhe stooes. 8'{ry ard o.hF 3nd vctdigrh lh{rir iaces emPrv. rhen hands likc roots

L !v:s lvalkine slowly rlrough lhc Båixa headins rowards thc ri!.r An unselllinB day

secminflly disco.nedcd liom the Palrrgc ol tinei an Jhosphere sin'ilar to certain fo rloss

drcams rt,ar leave ihc n,nll| weaty rhc 
'tmofy 

swcPt.lea.i toasing litrlc ilutriess$irlng here

and rhdc arctrnd dwindli.g pinna.l.s oisand. Th. slaluo ofDonr Jos. Nirh ils ed.lcProus hrei

larn.hcs and barscs b.bbing on lho high tide desollsplrsi olwa!.\ hppingagainsr rltquay
Thc Nhole mood !l dEt afternoon, imbLled w L a malignanr. rrccping ext(:'ran'v. an

u.nerlin8 trillness. an unrclcnri.g sanenes. was somehos sccping into L s beinB He {as a

young nran, still 3 sludenl rh. sorl ol Peson lDu highl dertihc as original lhai is. so.reone

dcsrined to.rysrrllise ioto lKuous elegance 31rhe expense orhn owD peEoruliry Hehad

beenwand.rnrgabortaimlGslyalldaybes.lb!Gdnrminlharidnreofmindwhi.hseenrto
roduce all cre.rures Io thc srnrc condilion as umhinking otga.i. .ratrer wilh .nly vegetable

insrincr! Not drat he hadn r put !psome njhtarce for ir wts rcsistance lo rhar oxhalslion ol
rhe mind and ihe setses tharhad p,ompred L on rhat dull. oPPrcssivc andyel exMurdi'arily
fllid aflemoor ro seek ourrhc kind otdisquier rhal night rous. hin tiom thal slatl

'fhe hank oflhe rivcr rvas slippery vitcous, and lhe rvhol. witcry cxpanse v{ med to srvell

and prlsc wilh rhe presturc.i rhe waves, Brcon ånd leaden. sivn€ oila rnell or lcnEntation

ard(ortuption.lhcrcnudus,subtlesnrellolrheseaWilhourthinkingaborliålmostasilhc
rv.r taking pa in r knd oisonnanbulJr riLtal, L sel DUr ior lhc otlrer shon But lhe oder
lhore was equally Alum rnd lifeless Thc picrufesqrc rhc rhrilling and rhe In\.inating had

j{inred hands and rk,p.d, aloDg wilh lhoir ptuce$ion of.nori.ns, all gadanded Itith daisies o
wi.ds. rnleash y.ur porvo6 and toar ?bov. lhe elms. lh. .hinrncys the river! Fill lhe silence oi
thisdrll sulrry allcnDon. Leaves spmadyourselves likcåubumivingslToPpl.rhe.lotrdslik'
pillda ofplaner.5.nd tunh last liery floweu to illuninal. rhe rivcr baDk Sknd rhe {aves uP

like riders. silh f.Dd lor bridles mak{: rhu wiUows bend bcncarh the howlinB 8t1.. !ibmting
like lyres And m4 tho Nynrphs ol rhc Tagls sob and lhrkc lhoir gfeen locks, as drey slip

dtrough the.old.k istet olthe rvalers,laJncnting thet d.ad P.c6.
H{: d..ided lo go back lrwasn t a Pa cularly busy rime and thcBrubby littlc tickel bo.rh.

.i5 Ld..1|,.ilr din \'n"d P^1 l llfio'er
A singlc, please said I Plr.nrg the coin on ll'c.o!Dter' Ile waircd. taking i0 hi5

surorndinBr rs il lrom a dktan.c, .. pletely losl in lltught when hc ruroud back to the

booth lhc coin $as gone.
'Where s your moncy? inshredavoi.. ftoninside
l ve alrcady paid.I pttlh. nmn.yrighirhere

Tb. voi.e.ominS irom insid. the boolh tud a blu.t rn{avcing r.nc, laetrely concih.tory

All d?l..uld be seen was agnarlcd patofh.nd5. with swollen veins and black rinrnred nails

Otlhc min placed o0 the corn Tho rotten lhiel L rtnn.d ang.il! aboul io his

pockel n.dpaid again.Iillcd $irh a mixture oi rescntteni and embaråslnc B[ lhe in.idt.r
hadrum.dhnn.'ThethieflTh{,.bcatIhekePlmrrcrnrgtohimsclf onrhorcrdmjourney He d



b..n rcbbed. t,ur even rv.Bc rvas the nc ory ofthar sotr' peres'pro'v alor'n i'ccrne vor'c -
Hc d been droived.ljk. anno fool..otrt diniwn igmrant ollhP wiles olPi'kpd'koislAs il hu

Ndc a mrc nobodl O.c oi those ildniduals hruiscd by liftr, wnh no li8hr no dtive rcadt

sinrply bsun€nderrobrd l!ck. iailuE even in Therhie| The.heatlsuchrrhingh:dnelet
hao;.ncd lo him bcrrtrc Then aaanr, Ihe man hådr t darPd 10 lace hjm Hadn t ner his deeP

aniivrlor gaæ. n,an tcvensn rhe cr(orhisjaN lhe lilt ol his liPs lho resllels lips or a

lounq Da d per!,asive. aluiy\ rady wirh thc nrpired word He hidn 1clcn exP'ricr'od hh

;iscr;erly nonic lrn .f phmse his olr$t respoose. No th.rt' had been o'lv lhat anonvn'ous

..nbcr rhat pr.darory g.shr. Thc desP.ablc u.civiljs.d crook; whar moan ti'kcrvr whal

shnllowoppo;rtrni5nr. ctuolrrr.. wi.ked s0ri(cs let loosf odthe sla8nadani foulncn'h heavv

skhs, $agidG snzing rh. rurd wilh lrmbling point{l wnrgs fh' ro'ki'g slcn rr'c prow

r.h.d ii+sdcilly abole lho wrves And rhsr voice. cokl indifierenl. cvoD slishrlv mockins

Hc sholl; havc nood his8rt,u.d, proientd, nade a rfal scene Nilh risE and rc'ri'rinations a

f.{ spat our rccih. NoNlhal sould h.!cbcdgrolcsqN Croresquc

wiih an irrirdtd fli.k L scnl the rn:kor he d b..n .rumpling borween hjr lnrgc': ioto rhc

rivd. Ihe hoa{ wasiusl drawinguP alonssnlethe qrav
'ljckcrs. please said$einsP.ltorasthe-Passcnge6djs.mlrarked L mamgod to slan'r'':
'Llul L I threwnrino arva}
'Didvor nor? So it sa frco ride, is ir': said lhe nEn ditha knosingvnitk Wcll do nea

ravourigoovcrlhercandbuyyoruelf ari.ket allrishr?
Mushrooni ivealh.r A weak nnnh so!$rven.rly ivind .vr.an skies suderdering ro thc

ineviribiliry of lhal aircnoon tr.pirious only b organic an{l lcgetable \rarcs. ro nrouLd rnd

fi,ngi. L unresisln,g. tesignPd and'nule madehisval o!'ri'rhe ri'kor ottice

lNrslatc.l Lr lid.r MLntlo||.t.x
.nd M.tgatrt Jull C.Eta



Introduction

Tlis antlDlogy is a double celebrrlion ffGtly oi six brillianl P'fruguese women rwiled and

socondlv. ofthe shon sro'Y forn. irwhich they åll excel Relatilelv ferv books arc t'a'llate'i
imo En;lish the fa.'.us rhree per..nr olall bo.ks publishcd and even fower of lhos' are

books i;i(en by $onEi. Still lewn are collc.rions of shofl stories whi'h mon publnhers

$ee' well clear or claiming rrur readers wam noveh Wrar nrese rvri'es all embm'e and

embody is rhe c.n.ise pe.leclior olrhe shon srory lviich is the closcsr rhing wc slill have to

oral culturer a talc ihat can be lold in a matlcr ofninutes and one thal at irs best. en'apsulates a

rvhol.lile ina lcN Paees
The six aurhors in thn antholog!.epresent some of Ponugal s finen writem ftoJn rhis

.entury and $e lan They also halJpon ro be six ofn} talourite authod Sonre hale been

r2nsl3i.d bcfore. orhrE have Dot Ir is tiereto( r Areat Dlelsur. ro inlroduce tiose eho have

notloa'Ll@l,sh redd' 
'q 

PUbli

lvnil( 'lip i: r 'p;. drp 1ll ^'1 d.l." r rr'-" dr' {tr 
'i 'g 

l r'l Al li\ '' k +'

sense ofp.liiical iniustice and ropr.ssion Thcsilence b! Sophia de Mcllo Brevner A'drsen
reveah lDw polirical opPr6sioi (in rhis case Salazais reeinF)soils lh. wlrle of!rci''v and

our.wnpeAonalp.a.e.MarjaJuditedeCanalhosstory'SoManvP.ople.Marianr"painh
an noni. portrait ol bourgeois Lisbon lil€ and ol a socielv poisoned bv $e hvPocrisl orthe

fascni govdnmer of the lim. Agostina B.$a Lris ! crcen Phillnrphv k am'ng other

$'e.. r'.rq d"o riono 'D"' pL\'l lh" lrnl' \r.ro" d'd T\' ood o

l. n,, ,r"..,1,;'^ nrg ol B'bl- j 'iP\ 
ovil rForil ' 

\Lod" r' ' 'roul

Anorh.r preoccupation is. i..!itably. rlr posnion ol woren in societt' Maria Judite

CaNrlho shows ut rlre graduil isolation or å wonæ wh. lails to coninu to whar socie'y

ext..rs ofrvon,en Teolin& C.6åo shosr us women allkln'ls 
'fsiluarions 

and al difte'ent

ag.s Hdlia Cod.ia. meanwhil.. describes women in a wa! ivhich is lodr familid and bizarc

.ii.n with th. lar€s or th. tu.ies in ,ttendance. bur her femnl' characrc( 'rc alwaYs

.t.l$cribed lry societ! s cxpoctations.

Th€ {riting is never h.avily nroralisli. or ploddi glv tealistic. All ol the luthou hale a'
awden6s oaihe conrj. clenEnt presenr nr any hunran tragedv and manv ol lhe sto'ies lak'
lving i.r. the realms ol lantasy. Agueina Bessa Luis s sritri.s lrave a rd'bsrical aLf'{
deU;ious rone. often hcading off inr. lery stRn8e retrito.Y iidæd: teolinda cesåo s norios

havo an nfallible nos. i.t lhe fanlasri.al eleme.ls ptesent in clervdav livcs: and Lidid Jorgc

brilli.nrly r€creates a .hild s narurålly hypenell !i.rv of the $ond in whi.h aduhs ar' ro'

absorbcd inrhenown li!es tonoti... snall.hild s anguish

Obsession $ another .onnecting tlmad. The proragonlsl of 'The ilird HvFthesis is

nmtionally obsesed wiih D'oving a lhcory pur foM,i.l by BorB$ i' one of his lories Thc

wonran i; The Red Fox Fut Coal can rhink ofnolr'ingbut that cp.nv0rous co'r The falhcr in

'The Ace dl Sirlendou. .an think only ol his Larin and his rhnriis whilc his hrle gnl is

obses; wnh dF pre.ious gifl she has made for him The favourite un'le in The

/,sr!,r€,r./ri rhinis only ofhh bic].le while dc ailing voung man in TheconchShell is

beinBdrivcnnrad by a Fni.ular Iunc benrg tunelc$lv pi.l€d our on the pianotp$ai6

Mon nnPortantly ofall. every o.. olrhe sloics is in mv !i.w a real original. a pertc'r gem


